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The Bush Hotel 
4014 Old Philadelphia Road 
Abingdon, Maryland 21009 

Although it may not be the only structural survivor, the 
Bush Hotel is the most well-known and visible vestige of the 
town of Bush or Harford Town. The original form and proportions 
of the hotel are still apparent despite the severe alterations, 
and indicate a late 18th or very early 19th century date. Bush 
was the first county seat in Harford County after it was divided 
from Baltimore County in 1773. Located on the main highway 
between the north and the south (the Post Road), Bush also 
provided a stopping-place for stagecoach travelers and a 
meeting place for statesmen. It is most famous as the site 
where the Bush Declaration—heralded as the first declaration 
of independence—was signed by 34 local citizens on March 22, 
1775. This building served as a hotel from at least 1856 and 
probably prior to that. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

The Bush Hotel 
AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

4014 Old Philadelphia Road 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Abingdon VICINITY OF 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Harford 
CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

_DISTRICT _PUBLIC -OCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

_BUILDING(S) X.PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PARK 

_XSTRUCTURE _BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL ^PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISIT ION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—OBJECT _ | N PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

_BEING CONSIDERED _-YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

__.NO —MILITARY —OTHER: 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 

sfJhey J . (Jr.) and Evelyn D. Formanek Telephone #: 
STREET & NUMBER 

4014 Old Philadelphia Road 
CITY. TOWN STATE , Z i p COC_e 

Abingdon VICINITY OF Maryland 21009 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION L i b e r #. 
COURTHOUSE. F o l l O # ' 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC Harford County Courthouse 
STREETS. NUMBER 

40 South Main Street 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Bel Air Maryland 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

—— 

—FEDERAL —STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

__.NO


DESCRIPTION HA-867 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-^EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED _UNALTERED XORIGrNAL SITE 

_GOOD _RUINS ^ALTERED _MOVED DATE 4 A 

_FAIR _UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Bush Hotel is a two-story structure measuring approximately 20 by 42 feet of 
stuccoed brick facing southeast (hereinafter referred to as South) oriented to the 
old Post Road, the principal street of the eighteenth century county seat, Harford 
Town or Bush. The gable-roofed structure is expressed as five bays on its south 
facade and three on its north; on the south front the bay west of center in the first 
story and east of center in the second is void of a window opening; on the north facade, 
the center bay in the second story is void of a window opening and the door in the first 
story is close to the easterly bay. The center window in the second story of the south 
and the west window in the north facade have been reduced in size. Sash are 2/2 with 
horizontal panes, ca. 1960 replacements of earlier 2/2 sash, the latter themselves re­
placements of the originals. The west end chimney is flush with the west end wall of 
the structure while the east end chimney projects partially from the east end wall; 
sloping shoulders immediately above the second story fireplace reduce the north-south 
dimension of that chimney. Most windows appear to retain earlier heavy frames, covered 
with plain boards to receive louvred blinds, now removed. The transom above the south 
front door appears original with four 8 inch by 10 inch lights. 

Cornices are of plain wood and a wide shed-roofed dormer was added about 1960 to 
the north roof slope to increase third story headroom. A pair of small windows flanking 
each end chimney lights the attic story. 

Doors through the west end wall in both storys, south of the chimney, open to 
porches added about 1960; these doors opened into a west wing addition, now removed. 

A brick wall dividing the interior into two principal spaces extends through thQ 

structure immediately west of the south front door. The open staircase rises immedia y 
opposite the door to an intermediate landing against the north wall; from the landing 
it divides and rises east and west in two short flights to those respective rooms of the 
second story. An enclosed staircase extends to the attic immediately above the lower 
flight of the principal stair and one extends to the cellar beneath the same. Each of 
the four rooms has a fireplace but the one in the west room of the first story has been 
closed. The west chimney serves a large fireplace in the basement, probably designed 
for cooking. Exterior entrances to the basement are through the north and south walls 
close to the west end but the latter one has been eliminated. 

First floor joists, exposed in the basement, are original as is part of a hewn 
oak mortised-and-tenoned doorframe in the brick partition in the basement. The beaded 
baseboards of the upper flights of the staircase appear original, suggesting that the 
stair arrangement is original. An unmoulded six-panel door in the second story, pro­
bably not in its original location, is early and the outline of removed chair rail is 
visible in the southwest corner in the second story. 

In short, original work includes the basic form, including exterior walls and 
window locations, the chimneys, at least the roof shape, the basic plan, first floor 
joists, some window frames, a transom, some baseboard associated with the stair and a 
door. All other surfaces were refinished in the renovations of ca. 1960 and all other 
remaining early details were removed at that time. 

Several photographs are preserved of the building prior to the ca. 1960 
renovations: 

1. from the southwest, ca. 1950-55 
2, 3. from the southwest and northeast, October 1956 
4. from the southeast, Feb. 1957 

(See Continuation Sheet #1.) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

'REHfSTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— 1400-1499 ^RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 

— 1500-1599 AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

— 1700-1799 _ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

_Xl 800-1899 —COMMERCE >4xPL0RATI0N/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

-X1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY ^POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Although it may not be the only structural survivor, the Bush Hotel is the most 
well-known and visible vestige of the town of Bush or Harford Town. The original 
form and proportions of the hotel are still apparent despite the severe alterations, 
and indicate a late 18th or very early 19th century date. A large stone external 
chimney on /the house immediately west of the hotel and the corner chimney and general 
form of the house immediately north of the hotel suggest that they too may date from 
the time of Bush Town. 

The role of this specific building in the town of Bush has remained an enigma. 
Bush was the first county seat in Harford County after it was divided from Baltimore 
County in 1773. Located on the main highway between the north and the south (the 
Post Road), Bush also provided a stopping-place for stagecoach travelers and a 
meeting place for statesmen. It is perhaps most famous as the site where the Bush 
Declaration—heralded as the first declaration of independence—was signed by 34 local 
:itizens on March 22, 1775. 

The configuration of the town can only be guessed. It is thought that a court­
house was never built (the county seat was removed to Bel Air in 1782), but that 
public meetings were held in one of the two taverns. One source states that in 1800, 
Bush had 130 inhabitants, two taverns, two stores, cooper, wheelwright and blacksmith 
shops, a merchant mill, and a tanyard. 

Most sources agree that there were two taverns in Bush from the time of the 
Revolution until at least 1830. Names of the innkeepers in chronological order are 
listed as: Joseph Stiles, Abraham Andrews, John H. Barney, Gabriel Van Horn, Peryrin 
(?) Nowland, Nowland's widow, Jacob Miller, David Maulsby. However, none of those 
names can be matched to this structure, and its history can only be taken back to 1835. 

The Ozmons, who purchased the property in 1856, definitely ran a hotel here. In 
1876, it was purchased by William F. Pannell, who owned Harford Furnace from 1861 until 
1867 and, subsequently, much property in the area. The 1878 Martenet's Map refers to 
it as "the Bush Hotel," and it has been known as such since then. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Land, Will & Equity records of Harford County 
C. Milton Wright's unpublished notes on Bush 
C. Milton Wright's Our Harford Heritage, 1967 
1858 Jennings & Herrick Map 
1878 Martenet's Map 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
D fi5 Ar 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY U , U J n u ~ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

James T. Wollon, AIA; Natalie Shivers, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Historic District Commission 12/75; 9/79 
STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE 

45 South Main Street 838-6000 X207 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Bel Air . Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 



Continuation Sheet #1 

Maryland Historical Trust 
Inventory Form for State Historic Sites Survey 

the Bush Hotel 
7. DESCRIPTION 

Demolished in the ca. 1960 renovation was a west wing, about 20 by 24 feet in size, nearly 
three full storys in height with a roof coincidental with the original to the east. Its first 
floor was at grade and ceiling heights appear to have been considerably lower. Of three bays 
in length, of stuccoes masonry (probably brick) construction with a flush chimney in the 
west gable end, only the first story had an opening in the central bay--a door-- and that 
bay was void of openings above. The third story windows, half in the masonry wall and half 
above it in dormers, were rare early examples of a window form popularized in the twentieth 
century revivals of early American architecture. The corbeled brick cornice together with 
the wing's general form suggests that it dated from the first half of the nineteenth century. 

A two-bay, two-story frame structure extended north of the now-demolished west wing; 
it was removed prior to the October 1956 photograph. Its gabled roof ridge was aligned 
approximately with the west end wall of the west wing and it appears to have been separate 
from the west wind by a foot or two. A window in both storys faced south through its gable 
end and a door opened into the first story from each bay on its west facade. Second story 
windows of the west facade were yery small. An internal chimney was at its north end. 
Standing seam tin covered its roof. 

A one-story shed-roofed porch extended across the south front of the original portion 
of this structure, removed in the ca. 1960 alterations. Louvred blinds with movable louvres 
in their lower panels, were hung at most windows and standing-seam tin covered all roofs. 
The stucco was scored in imitation of coursed ashlar. 

North of the structure are four low stone walls describing a rectangle approximately 
12 by 14 1/2 feet, with a door opening approximately centered in the southerly wall. Although 
a private cemetery has been suggested as the reason for these walls, they probably represent 
the ruins of a meat house. 



Title Search 
HA-867 

Mr. and Mrs. Sydney J. Formanek, Jr. 
4014 Philadelphia Road 
Abingdon, MD 21009 

HDC 903 428 8/V1972 Grantor: Robert Allen Buckholdt 
Grantee: Eve D. and Sydney J. (Jr.) Formanek 
Acreage: Bush Hotel Property, .65 acres 

(Deed dated 7/19/1972) 

GRG 765 7 12/21/67 Grantor: First Harford Federal Savings and Loan 
Association and William and Phyllis Hurd 

Grantee: Robert Alan Buckholdt 
Acreage: .65 acres 

GRG 6o4 8*4- 10/26/62 Grantor: Morris Rosenberg, Assignee for the Daniels 
Grantee: First Harford Federal Savings and Loan 

Association 

V30/63 Grantor: William A. and Phyllis J. Hurd 
Grantee: First Harford Federal Savings and Loan 

Association 

GRG 526 70 5/12/59 Grantor: Joseph Daniel, Jr. and Gloria H. Daniel 
Grantee: First Harford Federal Savings and Loan 

Assoication, sold at public sale. 

Chester, PA Wills 6/18/35 Grantor: Last Will and Testement of James J.W. Taylor 
Grantee: Joseph Daniel, Jr. 

WSF 122 11 6/20/1907 Grantor: James J.W. Taylor and Emma L. Taylor 
Grantee: Joseph Daniel 
Acreage: 5/8 acres 

ALJ 60 400 8/1/1888 Grantor: John S. Young, trustee 
Grantee: Emma L. Taylor 

2/16/1887 Equity: John T. Wilson, complainant 
James A. Cunningham and others, defendants 
property known as "The Ozmon Hotel Property" 

ALJ 33 170 12/22/1884 Grantor: A. Henry Strasburgh, Executor of William F. 
Pannell's Last Will and Testement 

Grantee: James A. Cunningham 



ALJ 33 434 6/5/I876 Grantor: Henry Ozmon and Ann Ozmon 
Grantee: William F. Pannell 

WHD 16 63 V26/I865 Grantor: Charles D. Bouldin, trustee 
Grantee: Ann Ozmon 

ALJ 22 407 8/9/1869 Mortgage: Henry and Ann Ozman 

ALJ 7 284 4/7/1856 Grantor: John McGaw of Robert and Mary B. McGaw 
Grantee: Henry Ozmon 
Acreage: % acre, comprising the house, garden, 

and small stable 

HDG 37 412 II/26/I85I Grantor: Albert Constable, representing Thomas C. 
Hanson, died seized and possessed 

Grantee: John McGaw 
Acreage: % acre 



INVENTORY NO. HA-867 ELECTION DISTRICT 

DATE: 11/79 TAX MAP NO. 

REMODELING: Eras t i c , moderate, minor PARCEL NO. 

NAME OF PROPERTY: Bush H o t e l 

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 4014 P h i l a d e l p h i a Road. Abingdon 

DIRECTION DWELLING FACES: south / 

NAME OF OWNER: Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Formenak 

ADDRESS: 4014 Philadelphia Road, Abingdon, Maryland 21009 

STORIES: 1[ ] 2[x] 3[ ] 4[ ] 5[ ] 6[ ] BAYS: 

WINGS, ADDITIONS: 

third story on north" facade 

WALL CONSTRUCTION: 

[ ] FRAME: Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten(type?) 
P 1 BRICK: Bond type- common, Engl ish, Flemish. Sketch var iants , stuccoed 

J STONE: Bond type- rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-p la in, rust icated 
[ ] LOG 

WALL FEATURES: BELT COURSE, PILASTERS, OTHERS 
FOUNDATIONS: HIGH, LOW, BRICK, STONE 
WATER TABLE: NONE, PLAIN, BEVELED, MOULDED BRICK 

WINDOWS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1[ ] 2/2[ ] 6/6[ ] 9/6[ ] 9/9[ ] other[ ] 
a l tered pegged[ ] nai led[ ] wide[ ] narrow[ ] 

o r i g i n a l [ ] replaced[ ] 

ENTRANCE, DOORS: LOCATION: center bay south facade 
HARDWARE: o~riginal[ ] replaced[ ] 
FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN 

CORNICE, BARGE, EAVES: 
b o x e d o r i g i n a l [ ] replaced[ ] 

ROOF: GABLE FRONT. GABLE FLANK. HIP, MANSARD, FLAT, DORMERS 
MATERIAL: wood shingles, s l a te , t i n , asphalt o r i g i n a l [ ] replaced[ ] 

PORCHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed[ ] h ip [ ] gable[ ] 

CHIMNEYS: NUMBER 2 BRICK[x] STONE[ ] CORBELED[ ] o r i g i n a l [ ] repla'ced[ ] 
s t u c c o e d LOCATION: e^ds 

ARCHES: 

COMMENTS: 







Bush Tavern HA-867 
Bush, Md. 
Natalie Shivers 
June, 1979 
Northwest 





3ush Tavern HA-867 
Bush, Md. 
Natalie Shivers 
June, 1979 
South 
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Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of inventory NO HA 867 
Historic Properties Form 

Name George Washington Inn (Buckholtz House) 
Addendum-December 2010 

Number Page 1 

Since the time of the previous survey, several obvious changes have been made to the building's exterior. At least some of 
the windows have been replaced. Non-functional shutters have been installed to flank these windows. A handicapped 
ramp, somewhat shielded by latticework, has been installed, and the formerly open end porch has been enclosed and 
sheathed in vinyl siding. The roof balustrade of the porch has also been replaced. 

Although not a pristine example of its period of construction, the current level of integrity of the house is similar to that at 
the time of the previous survey. 










